

[image: ]
	       [image: ]


[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]5 March 2018
	[bookmark: Anfang]Press Release



HANNOVER MESSE 2018 (23–27 April, Mon.–Fri.):
Modules for smart chemical plants

Hannover. Digitization is paving the way to higher productivity in the process industry. At the special presentation “Process INDUSTRIE 4.0: The Age of Modular Production” in Hall 11 at HANNOVER MESSE 2018, visitors can learn how to increase productivity by greater use of intelligent automation and instrumentation, as well as by modularization. The presentation is sponsored by ZVEI, NAMUR and ProcessNet, an initiative developed by Dechema and VDI. Big-name suppliers such as ABB, Emerson, Endress+Hauser, Festo, HIMA, Phoenix Contact, Samson, Siemens, Wago and Yokogawa are contributing to the presentation. Also taking part are the Technical University of Dresden and the Helmut Schmidt University in Hamburg, as well as numerous major users such as BASF, Bayer, Clariant, Covestro, Evonik, INVITE, Lanxess and Merck from the chemical/pharmaceutical industry, in collaboration with module producers.

“Competitive advantages in the process industries depend increasingly on how effectively and efficiently the production operation is set up”, says Felix Seibl, head of the section “Instrumentation and Process Automation” within ZVEI, the association that represents Germany’s electrical and electronics industry. According to Seibl, plant operators want their production operations to be “more flexible, faster and cheaper that those of their competitors – and therefore superior.”

At the “Process INDUSTRIE 4.0” showcase in Hall 11, members of ZVEI and industrial users will be demonstrating – for the second time since its 2017 debut – how plant flexibility in the process industry can be greatly improved by the standardization of interfaces: through modularization of the entire process chain, and the increased use of intelligent, decentralized automation.

For a number of years now, NAMUR study groups and ZVEI research groups have been working together with Dechema and VDI on the specification of a vendor-neutral description language for modules. “We can use a so-called ‘Module Type Package’ (MTP) to link the individual modules and integrate them very quickly into a complete process. The result is a more efficient production chain”, explains Seibl. MTP plays a key role in the automation of a modular process plant. This approach, says Seibl – devolving control intelligence from the central process control system to the plant modules, addressing plant modules in a digital description language and ensuring there is a neutral interface between plant module and process control system – amounts to “a significant change in existing automation paradigms in the process industry”.

A demonstrator at HANNOVER MESSE 2017 for the human-machine interface helped the initiative to establish that the methodology can be used vendor-neutrally. Since then, according to Dr. Linus Schulz of Dechema, good progress has been made on functionalities, condition-based process control, diagnostics and maintenance, and we now know how information can be transferred vendor-neutrally, and without great expense, to the host process control system. The results were presented at the most recent annual general meeting of NAMUR, which means that manufacturers could now start to introduce this technology. In any event, the latest advances will be on display at HANNOVER MESSE 2018.

HANNOVER MESSE – Get new technology first!
HANNOVER MESSE is the world’s leading trade fair for industrial technology. With its core focus on “Integrated Industry” and “Integrated Energy”, it is the No. 1 global platform for Industry 4.0. The show will next be held from 23 to 27 April 2018 in Hannover, Germany, and will provide a comprehensive overview of the latest visions and technologies for the digitization of production and energy systems. The upcoming HANNOVER MESSE will feature five parallel shows: IAMD (Integrated Automation, Motion & Drives), Digital Factory, Energy, Industrial Supply and Research & Technology. It will also be co-staged with CeMAT, the world’s leading trade fair for intralogistics and supply chain management. Mexico will star as the Partner Country of HANNOVER MESSE 2018.

Deutsche Messe AG
As one of the world’s foremost organizers of capital goods trade fairs, Deutsche Messe (Hannover, Germany) stages a rich array of events at venues in Germany and around the globe. With 2017 revenue projected to total about 357 million euros, Deutsche Messe ranks among Germany’s top five tradeshow producers. The company’s portfolio features such world-class events as (in alphabetical order) CEBIT (digital business), CeMAT (intralogistics and supply chain management), didacta (education), DOMOTEX (carpets and other floor coverings), HANNOVER MESSE (industrial technology), INTERSCHUTZ (fire and rescue services, civil protection, safety and security), LABVOLUTION (lab technology) and LIGNA (woodworking, wood processing, forestry). The company also regularly hosts a number of internationally renowned events by third parties, among which are AGRITECHNICA (agricultural machinery) and EuroTier (animal production), both of which are staged by the German Agricultural Society (DLG), EMO (machine tools; staged by the German Machine Tool Builders’ Association, VDW), EuroBLECH (sheet metal working; staged by MackBrooks) and IAA Commercial Vehicles (transport, logistics and mobility; staged by the German Association of the Automotive Industry, VDA). With more than1,200 employees and a network of 58 sales partners, Deutsche Messe is present in approx. 100 countries.
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