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HANNOVER MESSE 2018 (23–27 April, Mon.-Fri.)
Silent revolution: Conventional automation converges with IT

Hannover, Germany. MindSphere, Azure, AWS and Axoom – names like these stand for the digital transformation of industry, proving that networking and collaboration are key prerequisites for new business models based on the interaction of IT and industry. Which is why HANNOVER MESSE 2018 is shining a bright spotlight on the topic of “Integrated Industry – Connect & Collaborate” in its IAMD (Integrated Automation, Motion & Drives) and Digital Factory halls, where companies will be showcasing their own self-transformation processes as well as their latest solutions and business models resulting from the combination of IT with integrated automation.

“IT and industry originally converged from two different places,” says Arno Reich, Global Director of IAMD and Digital Factory and a member of the HANNOVER MESSE team. “But thanks to the influence of digital transformation, they are now pulling in the same direction and can no longer be viewed as separate entities. Automation providers now have enormous software competence and are upgrading their products and services based on digital technologies. At the same time, IT and Internet companies are turning to industry and adapting their previous offerings due to the attractiveness of this new application area – the keyword being ‘platform economics’,” he adds.



To tap the potential of digital transformation in industry, companies need to rethink and change. As a result, automation providers are also becoming software providers and mechanical engineering firms are offering digital products and services. VDMA has extensive data on how the mechanical engineering industry is driving digitization forward. The association's studies show how apps, big data analytics and digital platforms are rapidly gaining in importance. Around 20 percent of mechanical engineering companies are moreover planning to spin off their digital business projects into corporate subsidiaries.

“We are currently experiencing a sea change,” says Rainer Glatz, Managing Director of the Electrical Automation and Software and Digitization associations within VDMA. “For a number of years, digitization technologies like PLM, MES and CRM have had to contend with the argument that they are too expensive. This has changed. Digitization is increasingly seen as an engine for new business models as well as additional revenue.”

In addition to IT giants like Microsoft, SAP, IBM or Amazon Web Services, whose platforms and tools support digital transformation in industry, industrial enterprises have also set out to offer digital solutions and platforms via their subsidiaries. The new ideas emerging from this clearly stem from the networking and cooperation of myriad players. 

A few examples: The Swiss electrical engineering group ABB and IT service provider IBM are jointly developing industrial products based on the use of artificial intelligence. Meanwhile, Turck has acquired software from IoT specialist Beck IPC and intends to use it to drive its cloud services. The goal: a sensor-to-cloud platform for all sectors of industry. Bosch and SAP are also cooperating through a strategic partnership for the Internet of Things and Industry 4.0, with the goal of expanding their collaboration in cloud technologies and software solutions. And Festo and Huawei are launching a new business model. This involves robotics as a service based on real-time data transfer from robots to the cloud. Robotics specialist Kuka is also undoubtedly a digital pioneer. On the basis of KUKA's Connyun IoT platform, VINCI Energies will be implementing integrated Industry 4.0 solutions, from basic design to full system integration, with the goal of ideally intersecting with manufacturers’ growing demand for data-driven process optimization. Finally, close cooperation exists between the IFM Group and SAP. This includes secure data exchange between sensors and SAP’s cloud platform as well as other development projects related to the cloud-based management of large sensor and actuator networks.

Apart from networking and collaboration, another key aspect consists of openness. MindSphere is the cloud-based, open IoT operating system from Siemens. And Axoom also sees itself as an open, digital business platform that wants to shape the future of production along the value-added chain within the context of Industry 4.0. The focal point here is the comprehensive connection of machines, software and processes – with people as the decisive factor.

HANNOVER MESSE – Get new technology first!
The world’s leading trade fair for industrial technology will next be staged from 23 to 27 April 2018 in Hannover, Germany. With its core focus on “Integrated Industry” and “Integrated Energy”, the upcoming HANNOVER MESSE will feature five parallel shows: IAMD: Integrated Automation, Motion & Drives, Digital Factory, Energy, ComVac, Industrial Supply and Research & Technology. The event will be co-located with CeMAT, the world’s leading trade fair for intralogistics and supply chain management. Mexico will star as the Partner Country of HANNOVER MESSE 2018.

Deutsche Messe AG
As one of the world’s foremost organizers of capital goods trade fairs, Deutsche Messe (Hannover, Germany) stages a rich array of events at venues in Germany and around the globe. With 2017 revenue projected to total about 357 million euros, Deutsche Messe ranks among Germany’s top five tradeshow producers. The company’s portfolio features such world-class events as (in alphabetical order) CEBIT (digital business), CeMAT (intralogistics and supply chain management), didacta (education), DOMOTEX (carpets and other floor coverings), HANNOVER MESSE (industrial technology), INTERSCHUTZ (fire and rescue services, civil protection, safety and security), LABVOLUTION (lab technology) and LIGNA (woodworking, wood processing, forestry). The company also regularly hosts a number of internationally renowned events by third parties, among which are AGRITECHNICA (agricultural machinery) and EuroTier (animal production), both of which are staged by the German Agricultural Society (DLG), EMO (machine tools; staged by the German Machine Tool Builders’ Association, VDW), EuroBLECH (sheet metal working; staged by MackBrooks) and IAA Commercial Vehicles (transport, logistics and mobility; staged by the German Association of the Automotive Industry, VDA). With more than1,200 employees and a network of 58 sales partners, Deutsche Messe is present in approx. 100 countries.
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